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1
DISK DRIVE HAVING A SHROUD WALL
THAT COMPLETELY ENCIRCLES A DISK
OUTER PERIPHERY

BACKGROUND

Disk drives are a type of information storage device that
store information on at least one spinning disk. Other types
of information storage devices include, for example, mag-
netic tape drives which retrieve stored information on mag-
netic tape (e.g. linear tape drive, helical scan tape drive).
There are several types of disk drives. For example, there are
so-called floppy disk drives, which store information on
removable magnetic disks. There are also optical disk
drives, which typically retrieve information stored on
removable optical disk media. Magnetic hard disk drives
typically store information on non-removable rigid magnetic
disks. Also for example, there are magneto-optical disk
drives, which share some of the characteristics of optical
disk drives and magnetic hard disk drives.

The contemporary magnetic hard disk drive 100 that is
shown in FIG. 1 includes a disk drive base 102 and at least
one annular magnetic disk 104. Each disk 104 is rotated by
a spindle 106 that is attached to the disk drive base 102. Each
disk 104 includes a plurality of magnetic tracks for storing
data, disposed upon opposing major surfaces of the disk 104.
The data of the plurality of magnetic tracks is written and
read by a head 122 that is attached to and is part of head
gimbal assembly (HGA) 124. HGA 124 is attached, typi-
cally by swaging, to an arm 114 of rotary actuator 110.
Rotary actuator 110 is rotably attached to the disk drive base
102 via a pivot bearing cartridge 118. During operation, the
rotary actuator 110 is rotated by action of voice coil motor
(VCM) 112 to position the head(s) at desired data tracks on
the surfaces of the disk(s) 104. When the disk drive is not in
operation, the heads are retracted from the disk surface by a
head loading ramp 120.

The disk drive base 102 includes an arcuate shroud wall
that is disposed closely around a portion of the outer
periphery of the disk 104. Such a base feature may some-
what reduce or attenuate disk flutter and other dynamic
vibrations. However, the beneficial effect of such shrouding
may be diminished because the shroud must have a large
opening or gap (at the left side of disk 104 in the view of
FIG. 1) to allow access and movement by the arm(s) 114 of
the actuator 110, between and over the disk surfaces. There-
fore, the arcuate shroud cannot completely encircle the disk
104, but rather spans an arc that is much less than 360
degrees. Contemporary disk drives also typically include
other openings or gaps in the shroud. For example, the disk
drive base 102 of FIG. 1 includes an additional shroud gap
to accommodate recirculation filter 108, and another shroud
gap to direct air flow induced by the rotation of the disk(s)
104 to the recirculation filter 108.

Therefore, there is a need in the art for a practical disk
drive design that can enhance the performance of a station-
ary shroud in attenuating disk flutter and other dynamic
vibrations.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a top view of a contemporary disk drive.

FIG. 2 is a top view of a disk drive according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a top perspective view of a disk drive base
according to an embodiment of the present invention.
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FIG. 4 is a top view of a disk drive according to another
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is an underside perspective view of a disk drive top
cover, according to another embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 6 is a side cross-sectional view of a disk drive
according to another embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 2 is a top view of a disk drive 200 according to an
embodiment of the present invention. The disk drive 200
includes a disk drive base 202, and a disk drive cover that
would be attached to the disk drive base 202. However, the
disk drive cover is not shown in the view of FIG. 2 so that
the internal components of the disk drive 200 may be visible.
The disk drive 200 also includes a spindle 206 attached to
the disk drive base 202. A first disk 204 is attached to the
spindle 206. The first disk 204 has a first disk data side 208
and a first disk unread side (not visible because it would be
the disk underside as viewed in FIG. 2) that is opposite the
first disk data side 208.

As shown in FIG. 2, the first disk 204 also has a first disk
outer periphery 250. The disk drive 200 also includes a first
read head 222 that faces and is disposed adjacent the first
disk data side 208. In this context, a “read head” includes
any head that can read, whether or not it can also write or
perform other functions, and “adjacent” means that no other
facing disk surface is closer to the read head 222. The first
read head 222 is attached to and is a subcomponent of a head
gimbal assembly (HGA) 224 that is positioned by a rotary
actuator 210. The first disk data side 208 need not actually
include stored data to be considered as a “data side.” Rather,
any disk side that faces and is adjacent a read head qualifies
as a “data side.”

In the embodiment of FIG. 2, the disk drive 200 also
includes a first shroud 260 having a first cylindrical shroud
wall 262 that is substantially orthogonal to the first disk
unread side (and to the first disk data side 208) and that
completely encircles the first disk outer periphery 250. In
this regard, the phrase “completely encircles” means either
that there is no gap in the shroud 260 or else that each gap
in the shroud 260 is substantially filled by another compo-
nent such as a head loading ramp. In the embodiment of F1G.
2, a radial spacing 264 between the first cylindrical shroud
wall 262 and the first disk outer periphery 250 nowhere
exceeds 1 mm. Also, in the embodiment of FIG. 2, the first
cylindrical shroud wall 262 is an integral feature of the disk
drive base 202, but in certain alternative embodiments the
first shroud may contact and be attached to the disk drive
base 202 instead.

FIG. 3 is a top perspective view of the disk drive base 202.
Now referring additionally to FIG. 3, the cylindrical shroud
wall 262 of the shroud 260 may surround a planar area 220
of'the disk drive base 202. Also, the disk drive base 202 may
be a cast aluminum disk drive base. Although cast baseplates
include some machined surfaces, cast baseplates have
unique structural characteristics that are different from
stamped or forged baseplates, and/or baseplates that have
been fabricated entirely by machining. For example, a
person of ordinary skill can structurally distinguish cast
baseplates based on tell-tale regions of substantially differ-
ent surface finish (e.g. ejector pin marks, pitted or ground
surfaces corresponding to injection gates, and/or mold part-
ing lines). One of ordinary skill may also structurally
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distinguish cast baseplates based on draft angles on other-
wise vertical surfaces that assist with mold separation.

Accordingly, the word “cast,” as used herein, is an adjec-
tive describing a structural characteristic of the baseplate,
rather than being used only as a process limitation. That is,
a “cast baseplate” is a resulting structure that a person of
ordinary skill would be able to distinguish from other types
of baseplates based on structure alone, without previous
knowledge of the manufacturing process. The fact that a cast
baseplate structure is not obtained by other fabrication
methods does not remove the structural significance of
“cast”; rather it just adds additional process significance.

Although it may be functionally desirable for the cylin-
drical shroud wall 262 to be perfectly orthogonal to (i.e. at
a 90° angle with) the planar area 220 in certain embodi-
ments, in a cast baseplate the angle between these surfaces
preferably differs from 90°, for example by a draft angle that
is less than 5 degrees. The reason why a cast baseplate
embodiment preferably has this feature, is to facilitate the
release of the solidified baseplate from the casting mold.
Specifically, the draft angle may facilitate separation of the
casting mold-halves by ensuring that interior corners (in
vertical cross-sections) are not less than 90°. Therefore, the
phrase “substantially orthogonal,” as used herein, contem-
plates and includes the possibility of a draft angle difference
from perfect orthogonality.

FIG. 4 is a top view of a disk drive 400 according to
another embodiment of the present invention. The disk drive
400 includes a disk drive base 402 and a disk drive cover that
would be attached to the disk drive base 402. However, the
disk drive cover is not shown in the view of FIG. 4 so that
the internal components of the disk drive 400 will be visible.
The disk drive 400 also includes a spindle 406 attached to
the disk drive base 402. A first disk 404 is attached to the
spindle 406. The first disk 404 has a first disk data side 408
and a first disk unread side (not visible because it is the disk
underside as viewed in FIG. 4) that is opposite the first disk
data side 408.

As shown in FIG. 4, the first disk 404 also has a first disk
outer periphery 450. The disk drive 400 also includes a first
read head 422 that faces and is disposed adjacent the first
disk data side 408. Again in this context, “adjacent” means
that no other facing disk surface is closer to the read head
422. The first read head 422 is attached to and is a subcom-
ponent of a HGA 424 that is positioned by a rotary actuator
410. For example, the rotary actuator 410 may position the
HGA 424 towards or away from a head loading ramp 420,
by which action the head 422 may be unloaded from or
loaded upon the first disk data side 408.

In the embodiment of FIG. 4, the disk drive 400 also
includes a first shroud 460 having a first cylindrical shroud
wall 462 that is substantially orthogonal to the first disk
unread side and that completely encircles the first disk outer
periphery 450. In this embodiment, the phrase “completely
encircles” means that, although the first shroud 460 includes
a gap 466, that gap 466 is substantially filled by the head
loading ramp 420, which comprises a concatenated portion
of the first cylindrical shroud wall 462.

In the embodiment of FIG. 4, a radial spacing 464
between the first cylindrical shroud wall 462 and the first
disk outer periphery 450 nowhere exceeds 1 mm. In certain
embodiments, this dimensional inequality may enhance
damping of undesirable flutter of the disk 404. Although, in
the embodiment of FIG. 4, the first cylindrical shroud wall
462 is an integral feature of the disk drive base 402, in
certain alternative embodiments the first shroud may contact
and be attached to the disk drive base 402 instead.

20

40

45

55

4

Now referring again to the embodiment of FIG. 2, the disk
drive 200 does not include any read head that faces and is
disposed adjacent the first disk unread side. In this context,
being “adjacent” a disk side means closer to that disk side
than to any other disk side. When a disk drive is depopu-
lated, there will be a side of a disk on which no head reads,
and that side is considered as an “unread” side. For example,
in the embodiment of FIG. 2, the bottom side of the disk 204
is a side on which no head reads, and that side is considered
as an “unread” side.

Also, in the embodiment of FIGS. 2 and 3, the first disk
unread side faces and is approximately parallel to the planar
area 220 of the disk drive base 202. Also, the first disk
unread side is adjacent the planar area 220 of the disk drive
base 202 in the sense that no other disk or side is closer to
the planar area 220 of the disk drive base 202. For example,
the first disk unread side may be separated from the planar
area 220 of the disk drive base 202 by an axial spacing that
is no more than 1 mm. In certain embodiments, this dimen-
sional inequality may enhance an ability of a squeeze film to
damp or otherwise stabilize undesirable flutter of the disk
204.

However, in certain alternative embodiments, the top side
of the uppermost disk of a depopulated disk drive may be an
unread side. In such embodiments, the first disk unread side
may instead face and be adjacent the disk drive cover, in the
sense that no other disk or side is closer to the disk drive
cover. FIG. 5 is an underside perspective view of a disk drive
cover 500 according to such an alternative embodiment.
Now referring additionally to FIG. 5, in certain embodi-
ments a shroud 560 (e.g. an injection molded plastic shroud)
having a cylindrical shroud wall 562 may contact and be
attached to the disk drive cover 500 (for example by
adhesive). However in an alternative embodiment the cylin-
drical shroud wall 562 may be an integral feature of the disk
drive cover 500, for example if the shroud 560 is instead
fabricated by forming a circular dent in the cover 500. The
cylindrical shroud wall 562 of the shroud 560 may surround
a planar area 520 of the disk drive base cover 500.

It is also contemplated that a depopulated disk drive may
have more than one disk attached to the spindle. For
example, FIG. 6 depicts a side cross-sectional view of a disk
drive 600 according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion that includes two disks 204, 604 attached to a spindle
606. Optionally there may be one or more intermediate disks
between the first disk 204 and the second disk 604. The first
disk 204 includes a first disk unread side 209 facing and
adjacent a planar area 220 of a base plate 202. The second
disk 604 includes a second disk unread side 609 facing and
adjacent a planar area 620 of a cover 630. In the embodiment
of FIG. 6, the second disk unread side 609 may be separated
from the planar area 620 of the disk drive cover 630 by an
axial spacing 694 that is no more than 1 mm. Also in the
embodiment of FIG. 6, the first disk unread side 209 may be
separated from the planar area 220 of the disk drive base 202
by an axial spacing 692 that is no more than 1 mm. In certain
embodiments, these dimensional inequalities may enhance
an ability of squeeze films to damp or otherwise stabilize
undesirable flutter of the disks.

In the embodiment of FIG. 6, the first disk unread side 209
is opposite a first disk data side 208, and the second disk
unread side 609 is opposite a second disk data side 608. An
actuator arm 610 supports read heads that face and are
disposed adjacent the first and second disk data sides 208,
608, but no read heads face and are disposed adjacent the
first and second disk unread sides 209, 609. The first disk
data side 208 may face the second disk data side 608, and
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any intermediate disk(s), if present, would be disposed
between the first disk data side 208 and the second disk data
side 608. Also, since such a multi-disk depopulated disk
drive may have two disk unread sides (e.g. 208, 608), it may
have a total number of read heads that is two fewer than

twice a total number of disks.
A multi-disk depopulated disk drive, like disk drive 600,
may include both a base plate shroud 260 and a cover shroud
660. The cover shroud 660 may include a cover cylindrical

5

shroud wall that is substantially orthogonal to the second 10

disk unread side 609. Whereas the cover shroud 560 of FIG.
5 includes a cover shroud wall 562 that completely encircles
a disk outer periphery, the cover shroud 660 of FIG. 6
contributes a portion of a shroud wall that, together with
another portion provided by the disk drive base 202, com-
pletely encircles the outer periphery of the second disk 604.
Preferably but not necessarily, a radial spacing between the
cylindrical wall of the cover shroud 660, and the outer
periphery of the second disk 604, nowhere exceeds 1 mm. In
certain embodiments, this dimensional inequality may
enhance damping of undesirable disk vibrations. Increasing
shroud-contributed damping of the top and/or bottom disk
may, in turn, increase overall damping of undesirable vibra-
tions of the whole disk stack, in certain multi-disk depopu-
lated disk drive embodiments.

In the foregoing specification, the invention is described
with reference to specific exemplary embodiments thereof,
but those skilled in the art will recognize that the invention
is not limited thereto. It is contemplated that various features
and aspects of the above-described invention may be used
individually or jointly and possibly in an environment or
application beyond those described herein. The specification
and drawings are, accordingly, to be regarded as illustrative
and exemplary rather than restrictive. For example, the word
“preferably,” and the phrase “preferably but not necessar-
ily,” are used synonymously herein to consistently include
the meaning of “not necessarily” or optionally. The terms
“comprising,” “including,” “with,” and “having,” as used
herein, are intended to be read as open-ended terms.

We claim:

1. A disk drive comprising:

a disk drive base and a disk drive cover attached to the

disk drive base;

a spindle attached to the disk drive base;

a first disk attached to the spindle, the first disk including

a first disk data side and a first disk unread side that is
opposite the first disk data side, the first disk also
including a first disk outer periphery;

a first read head that faces and is disposed adjacent the

first disk data side; and

a first cylindrical shroud wall that is substantially orthogo-

nal to the first disk unread side and that completely
encircles the first disk outer periphery with a radial
spacing between the first cylindrical shroud wall and
the first disk outer periphery that nowhere exceeds 1
mm, the first cylindrical shroud wall comprising:

a first shroud;

a gap disposed within the first shroud; and
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a head loading ramp which substantially fills the gap to
serve as a concatenated portion of the first cylindrical
shroud wall.

2. The disk drive of claim 1 wherein the first disk unread
side faces and is adjacent the disk drive base.

3. The disk drive of claim 2 wherein the first cylindrical
shroud wall is an integral feature of the disk drive base.

4. The disk drive of claim 2 wherein the first shroud
contacts and is attached to the disk drive base.

5. The disk drive of claim 2 further comprising:

a second disk attached to the spindle, the second disk
having a second disk data side and a second disk unread
side that is opposite the second disk data side, the
second disk also having a second disk outer periphery;

a second read head that faces and is disposed adjacent the
second disk data side; and

a second shroud having a second cylindrical shroud wall
that is substantially orthogonal to the second disk
unread side and that completely encircles the second
disk outer periphery with a radial spacing between the
second cylindrical shroud wall and the second disk
outer periphery that nowhere exceeds 1 mm;

wherein the disk drive does not include any read head that
faces and is disposed adjacent the second disk unread
side.

6. The disk drive of claim 5 wherein the second disk

unread side faces and is adjacent the disk drive cover.

7. The disk drive of claim 6 wherein the first disk data side
faces the second disk data side.

8. The disk drive of claim 7 wherein the disk drive has no
read heads other than the first read head and the second read
head.

9. The disk drive of claim 6 further comprising at least one
intermediate disk that is disposed between the first disk data
side and the second disk data side.

10. The disk drive of claim 9 wherein the disk drive has
a total number of read heads that is two fewer than twice a
total number of disks.

11. The disk drive of claim 2 wherein the first disk unread
side is separated from the disk drive base by an axial spacing
that is no more than 1 mm.

12. The disk drive of claim 1 wherein the first disk unread
side faces and is adjacent the disk drive cover.

13. The disk drive of claim 12 wherein first cylindrical
shroud wall is an integral feature of the disk drive cover.

14. The disk drive of claim 12 wherein the first shroud
contacts and is attached to the disk drive cover.

15. The disk drive of claim 12 wherein first disk unread
side is separated from the disk drive cover by an axial
spacing that is no more than 1 mm.

16. The disk drive of claim 1 wherein the disk drive base
is a cast aluminum disk drive base.

17. The disk drive of claim 16 wherein the first cylindrical
shroud wall is disposed at an angle relative to the first disk
unread side that is different from 90° by a draft angle that is
less than 5 degrees.



